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PA. NOW President March Speaker 


At its March 19, 2300 p.m. General Meeting, LE-HI-HO will feature Dixie 
White, Pennsylvania State President of the National Organization for Women, 
who will speak on Feminism and the close links and common goals of the 
Women's Movement and the Gay Movement. As the bond between the two is 
stronger than many gay people realize, we hope everyone will make an extra 
special effort to attend this session, which will feature our usual, enjoy- 
able social hour afterwards. Let the imminent arrival of Spring inspire 
you to come out of winter hibernation and show up at the church to meet old 
and new friends! 

A former Girl Scout Troop leader, Sunday School teacher, Psychology Instruc- 
tor and Housewife, Dixie White holds degrees from Wheaton College and 
Syracuse University, is a native of Bethlehem and current resident of Allen- 
town. She has been deeply active in NOW since 1975, fulfilling many offices 
and functions for Lehigh Valley NOW, and has been active in the priority 
areas of education, abortion politics, ERA and Lesbian rights. Locally, 
she is especially noted for initiating and co-coordinating the ongoing cam- 
paign for Gay Civil Rights in Allentown. She has participated in all reg- 
ional, state and national NOW conferences over the past three years, was 
state coordinator for Pa. NOW activism at the '76 Democratic National Con- 
vention, co-authored the Body Politics position paper in 1977, and has taken 
part in many actions including Day of Outrage '75, ERA Freedom Train '76, © 
White House Vigil '76 and '77, and the Ford-Carter Debates Demonstration. 
Ms. White holds her current state office in NOW for 1978 and 1979. 


DATES TO NOTE***** Sunday, March 19: LE-HI-HO General Meeting (note 3rd 
Sunday instead of 4th to avoid conflict with Easter), 2:00 p.m. Unitarian 
Church of Lehigh Valley, 701 Lechauweki Ave., Bethlehem (Fountain Hill sec- 
tion), 2 blocks south of 1500 Broadway. Dixie White, Guest Speaker (see 
above).*****Tuesday, March 21: C.C.B.C. 7:30 p.m. at CONFRONT, 1130 Walnut 
St., Allentown. Also April 4.°****Friday-Sunday, April- 7-8-9: Delaware Water 
Gap State Conference, re-scheduled. (See enclosed brochure). *****Sunday, 
April 16: LE-HI-HO Board of Directors meets. Info: call Bob (866-6390)****® 
Sunday, April 23: LE-HI-HO General Meeting, 2:00 p.m. 


Anita Bryant Sings Same Song in Reading 


On Friday,. February 24, a group of around 50 gay and non-gay protesters 
demonstrated at the Rajah Theatre in Reading, where Anita Bryant was making 
a singing appearance before 3,000 Shriners and wives from southeastern 
Pennsylvania. The group, predominately from the Lehigh Valley, was not pro- 
testing her appearance, but rather her continuing campaign against gay 
people. Although by no means completely removed from the civil rights arena, 
Bryant's main area of concern now is the removal of positive portrayals of 
gay people on television, as part of a wider attempt to reinstate prayer in 
the schools and to free TV from its immoral values and replace them with 

her fundamentalist Christian ones. | 




































In a move to demonstrate that her life is in constant jeopardy, she was 
whisked into the theatre long before the audience began to arrive. The 
protesters sang religious, patriotic and liberation songs (Amazing Grace, 
Battle Hymn of the Republic, We Shall Overcome, etc.) and carried signs and 
candles, while lined single-file against the side of the theatre where the 
Shriners were entering. The guests, particularly the men, pointedly averted 
their eyes from the demonstrators, but some women did read the signs, and 
an occasional mutter such as, "They oughta lock ‘em all up" was heard. 

Most of the attention paid the protesters came from the ten or so police 
spread out along the line to maintain order, from passing cars, and espec- 
ially from the children's hospital patients and visitors across the street. 
A shout of "Queers!" came only once from an undetermined spot while the Rev. 
Donald Borbe of the Metropolitan Community Church, Philadelphia, and Mary 
Nancarrow, Co-chair of the Pa. Rural Gay Caucus, spoke movingly to the dem- 
onstraters. Inside, while Bryant was possibly receiving an ovation for her 
fervent rendition of "God Bless America", the enthusiastic crowd stood in 
stark contrast to the scene across the street. One protester, in the hos- 
pital lobby to find a cup of coffee, overheard a child asking, "Monny, what 
are those people doing across the street", to which the mother replied, “Oh, 
it's that Anita Bryant. I just wish she'd keep her mouth shut." 


After the show Anita talked to reporters and defended her anti-gay crusade. 
According to the Reading Times (Feb. 25), she reiterated her familiar lines, 
including the statements that gay people want special legislation just so 
they can come out of the closet, a move that would open the door to recog- 
nition of minorities like prostitutes, thieves and murderers, that homo- 
sexuality is being presented as an alternative lifestyle and youngsters are 
being recruited in many educational institutions. She said that gays are 
campaigning to lower the age of consent to 14, which would lead to the moles- 
tation of 30,000 more young boys each year. She also opposes sex education 
in the schools, and is planning on setting up counseling centers across the 
country for everyone, but especially for runaways. While claiming threats 
to both her and her family, Bryant and her husband, Bob Green, said they 
have never regretted their involvement, and would do it again. 

Green also came up to one of the demonstrators, whose sign referred to 
Anita's oft-quoted comment that homosexuals are "human garbage". Demanding 
the source for the reference, Green heard the demonstrater blithely allude 
to "Newsweek, June 6, 1977" but retorted, “Well, it's not true; she never 
said it. Do you know how I know? I'm her husband." The demonstrator asked 
why he hadn't objected to the quote before, but was interrupted by Rev. 

Borbe of the MCC, who introduced himself to Green as a fundamentalist 
Protestant minister. Green's parting remark to the sign carrier was, 

"We'll pray for you". Mr. Bryant cannot be counted on as a reliable source, 
as the Washington Post has exposed the supposed "death threats" as fabricated. 

In any case, when the protesters blew out their candles and headed home, 
having coped with the derision and laughs, they did so with Gay Pride, know- 
ing their cause to be juStecccccc cccccccccccccceee BOD Steelman & Tim Metz 


BRIEF NOTES*****The City Council of Florence, Oregon has banned all sex 5) 

passing an ordinance which prohibits all sex "while in or in view of a public 

or private place", according to the New York Times. The council only thought 
| it was banning sex in public and in private places which could be viewed 


from public places; several days passed before it was realized all love- 
making had been banned. The ordinance will not be enforced until it is 

amended, according to city officials. (GAY ERA)***** NEW GAY LIFE, the 
Philadelphia-published quality gay magazine, is available from P.O. Box 

13420, Philadelphia 19101, for $7.00 per year (12 issues). . 





